A2rel: a constitutively expressed Leishmania gene linked to an amastigote-stage-specific gene.
The A2-A2rel gene copies are arranged in tandem arrays on a 850 kb chromosome in Leishmania donovani. Contrary to A2 mRNA which displays amastigote-stage-specific expression, A2rel gene expression is constitutive throughout the L. donovani life cycle. The A2rel sequence was found to be conserved in all Leishmania species tested, while the A2 sequence is specific to L. donovani and L. mexicana. The A2rel full length cDNA is of 2.3 kb and it contains one open reading frame coding for a putative protein of 436 amino acids.